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There are many little things that we think about through hard experiences. Perspectives change, faith grows
stronger, and life becomes something different than before.

During the pregnancy with Sidney, I thought a lot about whether or not I could look past her differences and love her in
spite of them. I also wondered how many other parents have that fear. It is not one that parents are comfortable voicing
aloud. Fearing that you may not be able to love a child who is different is one of those unspoken taboos because
parents are supposed to love their children no matter what. In talking to other parents, I got the impression that perhaps
this fear is one that lurks under everything, making them doubt their ability to handle a child who is seriously different.
Sidney has affected people I do not personally know. She has also given me the ability to comfort and help people
whom I would not have known if she had not lived. I wrote her story, feeling it was nothing special, and it is not. But her
personality and purpose are such that people are affected by it, because of who she was. It is amazing to me that this
one little life, so short, and lived almost totally inside me, could have such an effect on others. I now know that each
child has that ability, sometimes more so because of the shortness of the life.
During my pregnancy, I found it difficult to cope with the information I found when researching Sidney's condition. All but
a small amount of the medical information classified her condition as "universally fatal". A few babies were cited as
having lived for a time, but information on how that was accomplished was rare. Worst of all, under treatment, the
articles always said, "termination of pregnancy" (that is not a treatment.... treatment implies improvement!). Then the
articles recommended that the parents authorize an autopsy so that doctors could study the remains to "learn more
about the condition". After Sidney's diagnosis, the doctors were totally unwilling to monitor Sidney in utero for anything
other than a heartbeat. They were not interested in learning about her potential for life. Over and over we heard that
there was not enough known to predict outcome based on chest measurements and that the normal growth of infants
with this condition was unknown. It was also clear that nobody wanted to know more. The medical staff wanted us to kill
Sidney so that they could disect her, but they did not want to know anything about her as long as she was alive. That
attitude angered me. I could not cope with it. I still can't cope with such ignorance.
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